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  Why is giving important? 
Besides connecting to the community as 
a business, we have to look at the human 
side of things to show we’re a meaningful 
participant in making the community better, 
helping those who aren’t as fortunate as us 
or our clients and even partnering with our 
clients on their charitable commitments.
 
 Giving seems to be part of your culture; 
how did that come to be? 
We’re celebrating our 125th year. It’s 
a milestone anniversary and giving is 
something the firm has always taken 
seriously. But in the last several years, 
we’ve tried to be a better corporate 
citizen in areas where we’re located, 
so it’s one of our key principles.

 What does it personally mean to you to 
know that you are able to help people 
in need through a company that means 
everything to you? 
It’s incredibly rewarding in two ways. I 
get personal satisfaction from knowing 
we’re making a difference, and because 
our employees have a chance to do 
things meaningful for them outside of 
the firm’s legal work. For several years, 
we’ve hosted a volunteer week where staff 
and attorneys join a hands-on effort to 
assist youth organizations, animal rescue 
and domestic abuse agencies and others. 
Doing something hands-on, as opposed to 
donating cash, allows you to see tangible 
results in real time. It makes you feel 
good about yourself and the organization 
you’re affiliated with. I want people to be 
proud at Greensfelder, not just because 
we’re good lawyers, but because we make 
a conscious effort to do the right thing.

  How are decisions to give made by your 
corporation? 
We have an internal planning committee 

dedicated to defining the firm’s focus areas 
for giving. The committee solicits input 
from the entire firm and makes decisions 
based on needs in communities we serve. 
We encourage employees to participate and 
encourage them to have their own causes.

We also realized there was an incredible 
amount of giving coming out of the firm 
in pro bono legal hours, community giving 
and volunteer service, but we wanted 
to coordinate and focus those efforts to 
make a bigger impact. Carmen White, 
our Diversity and Inclusion manager and 
one of the committee leaders, worked 
really hard to put all the information into a 
meaningful compilation that helped us see 
the whole picture. In 2019, we gave over 
1,400 hours of pro bono legal services, a 
value of about $450,000 of legal services, 
and sponsored donations of nearly $300,000.

What does it mean to be part of a St. Louis 
community that is nationally known as 
being one of the most charitable cities?
I’m a born and bred St. Louis native, and I 
have probably irrational pride about the city, 
as many of us do here. Knowing the city’s 
reputation for giving, we take our efforts 
very seriously and it has become part of the 
Greensfelder culture as well. One of our core 
values is that we’re people focused, so what 
better way to demonstrate that than helping 
the people in your community? St. Louis may 
not be perfect, but this is a generous town.

 Any personal stories connected to giving 
through your company that you will 
never forget? Something that reminds 
you of why your company gives?
As a former athlete, one of my passions 
in giving back is coaching and officiating 
basketball and baseball for my kids 
and others in Kirkwood where I live.

- Bonita Tillman
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Welcome to the Corporate Corner. St. Louis is not only a city filled with a variety of leading companies in the world of business, 
but also one of the most charitable cities in the United States. This new feature will take a look at some of our most charitable 
businesses and dive deeper into why giving is so important to them. SSM Health Cardinal Glennon Children’s Foundation is 
proud to partner with the Business Journal in providing this opportunity.
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