
Page 10 Subscribe online now!  www.ibjonline.com Illinois Business Journal December 2020

Greensfelder focuses on growth in Southern Illinois, celebrates milestone year
2020 is a year of historic impor-

tance to the law firm of Greensfelder, 
Hemker & Gale, P.C.  Not only does it 
mark the 25th anniversary of the open-
ing of Greensfelder’s Southern Illinois 
office, it is also the 125th anniversary of 
the firm as a whole, which was founded 
in downtown St. Louis in 1895. 

Greensfelder’s Southern Illinois of-
fice provides services across all of the 
firm’s practice areas, with particular 
emphasis on serving the legal and busi-
ness needs of closely held businesses, 
high net worth families and individuals, 
banks and other financial services com-
panies and organizations, and diverse real 
estate and litigation clients. Its attorneys 
strive to further the firm’s commitments 
to equity, diversity and inclusion and 
racial justice by taking active roles in 
community leadership, legal aid initia-
tives and other civic engagement.

Numerous attorneys from Greens-
felder’s Southern Illinois office have 
been recognized throughout this year 
for their contributions both to the le-
gal profession and the community. 
Here are just a few recent highlights:  

- The office continued its focus on
growth with the addition of Paul E. Pe-
truska as counsel. Petruska has extensive 
litigation and trial experience, as well 
as a focus on estate planning and corpo-
rate work involving small businesses. 
Prior to joining Greensfelder, Petruska 
was an attorney with the Paul Eric Law 
Office, LLC, most recently focusing on 
estate planning and corporate formation 
services related to circumstances sur-
rounding COVID-19. Previously, he was 
the chief trial attorney for a large com-
mercial insurer’s major case unit and a 

partner at a boutique litigation firm.
- A new list of the top lawyers in Il-

linois includes eight members of Greens-
felder’s Southern Illinois office. Leading 
Lawyers are selected in a peer-review 
process, and the following Greensfelder 
attorneys were ranked as Leading Lawyers 
for 2020 for the Metro East area: Tom 
Hennessy, Garry Reuter, Jr., Bill Schmitt, 
Don Schoemaker, Kurt Schroeder, Russell 
Scott, Kevin Vick, and David W. Ybarra.

- Kevin Vick is the incoming chair-
person for the coming year for the Greater 
Belleville Chamber of Commerce. He 
is an officer in Greensfelder’s Real 
Estate and Business Services groups. 
Greensfelder is a longtime supporter 
of the Belleville Chamber and other 
Southern Illinois business groups in-
cluding the O’Fallon-Shiloh Chamber 

of Commerce, Edwardsville/Glen Car-
bon Chamber of Commerce, Waterloo 
Chamber of Commerce, and Leader-
ship Council of Southwestern Illinois.

- Greensfelder was ranked No. 2 in
the St. Louis Business Journals’ 2020 
Corporate Philanthropy list in the cat-
egory of midsize companies. The list 
is based on each company’s dedication 
to financial and volunteer support for 
charitable organizations across the St. 
Louis and Metro East region. Greens-
felder’s contributions of more than 
$600,000 in firm donations and pro bono 
services in 2019 were highlighted in the 
journal’s November special report.

- This year marked the fourth year
for the Garrett C. Reuter, Sr. Founda-
tion’s annual golf tournament, created in 

memory of former Greensfelder Officer 
Garrett (“Garry”) C. Reuter Sr. Although 
the event looked a little different this year 
because of precautions related to the pan-
demic, golfers still joined at the Dalhousie 
Golf Club in Cape Girardeau, Missouri, 
for a more intimate event. Garry Reuter 
Jr., a Greensfelder officer in the firm’s 
Trusts & Estates and Business Services 
groups, organizes the annual fundraiser.

- 54 Greensfelder attorneys were
recognized in the 2020 edition of The 
Best Lawyers in America, including 
Russell Scott and Don Schoemaker of 
the Southern Illinois office. Scott was 
also named a Lawyer of the Year for 
the St. Louis region in the area of insur-
ance litigation.  In addition, Southern 
Illinois-based associates Jack Chassa-
ing and Andy Wolkiewicz were named 
to Best Lawyers’ Ones to Watch list 
for up-and-coming attorneys who have 
been in practice for five to 10 years. 

- The firm is highly ranked nation-
ally and regionally in the 2020 edition of 
the U.S News – Best Lawyers “Best Law 
Firms.” Greensfelder ranked in Tier 1 – 
the highest possible ranking – for Fran-
chise Law and also earned high rankings 
nationally for ERISA litigation, construc-
tion litigation, appellate practice, advertis-
ing law and health-care law. Tier 1 rank-
ings for the St. Louis metro area, including 
Southern Illinois, include advertising law, 
appellate practice, commercial litigation, 
construction law, construction litigation, 
corporate law, employment law, employee 
benefits law, franchise law, health-care 
law, insurance litigation, labor law, labor 
and employment litigation, real estate 
law, tax law, and trusts and estates law. 
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