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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

12:50 – 1:00 p.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks
Sara G. Neill, President, The Bar Association of Metropolitan 

St. Louis (BAMSL)

Event emcee: Upneet Teji, Officer, Greensfelder, Hemker & 
Gale, P.C.

1:00 – 1:50 p.m. Panel: Cybersecurity 

Moderator:   Karen Johnson, Officer, Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C.

Panelists:

Denise Watson, Director of Global Data Privacy and 
Protection at Raymond James Financial

David M. Kelley, Surveillance Director at FINRA 

Patrick Chavez, Chief Privacy Officer and Associate General 
Counsel at Edward Jones

Tony Ogden, Chief Legal and Administrative Officer, Bates 
Group 

1:50 – 2:40 p.m.   Panel: Current Issues for Financial Services Companies

Moderator:   Rick Kuhlman, First Vice President, Legal, Cambridge  
  Investment Research, Inc.

Panelists:
David Minnick, Missouri Securities Commissioner

John Ivan, Capital Forensics

Amanda Demas, Senior Counsel and Vice President at  
BMO Financial Group

Robert McCarthy, Director of Regulatory Policy at Wells Fargo 
Advisors



SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

2:40 – 3:00 p.m.  Break

3:00 – 3:35 p.m. Interview with Joel R. Levin 
   SEC Director of Chicago Regional Office

   Interviewer:  Harris Kay, Officer, Greensfelder,  
      Hemker & Gale, P.C.

3:35 – 4:25 p.m. Panel: Ethics for Broker Transitions

Moderator:   Chris Pickett, Officer, Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C.

Panelists:
Paul Yarns, Associate General Counsel at Edward Jones 

James Browning, Deputy General Counsel and Vice 
President at Stifel Financial Corp.

Michael Downey, Downey Law Group LLC

Miles Hart, Saretsky Hart Michaels and Gould PC  

4:25 – 4:40 p.m.  Break

4:40 – 5:15 p.m. Interview with Lara Thyagarajan 
   FINRA Senior VP and Counsel to the Head of Enforcement

   Interviewer:  Don McBride, Officer, Greensfelder,  
      Hemker & Gale, P.C.

5:15 – 5:20 p.m. Closing Remarks
   Caroline Paillou, Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C.

5:20 – 6:30 p.m. Networking Reception  



ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

James Browning   |   Stifel Financial Corp.

James Browning is a Deputy General Counsel and Vice President 
of Stifel Financial Corp. Previously, he served as a Vice President 
and Senior Litigation Counsel with Wells Fargo Advisors, LLC, 
formerly Wachovia Securities, following the acquisition of A.G. 
Edwards & Sons, Inc. Before joining A.G. Edwards & Sons, Inc. Mr. 
Browning was a corporate law associate with Blackwell, Sanders, 

Peper, Martin, LLP. 

In his various roles, he specializes in representing his firm and its employees in 
arbitration and court, as well as before state, federal and SRO regulators, and he 
assists the firm in hiring brokers and handling raiding and recruiting matters. Mr. 
Browning graduated from the University of Missouri-Columbia and spent a year in 
Romania at the University of Sibiu in Transylvania, studying economic development 
on a United States Information Agency grant. He received his J.D. from Washington 
University School of Law in St. Louis, where he was a Notes Editor for the Law 
Quarterly, and he is licensed to practice law in Missouri, Illinois and Florida.

Patrick Chavez   |   Edward Jones

Patrick Chavez is the Chief Privacy Officer and an Associate 
General Counsel for Edward D. Jones & Co. L.P. He leads the 
firm’s information and data privacy efforts and develops policies 
on preparing for and responding to non-cyber privacy incidents 
and cyber attacks. He also oversees the firm’s Records and 
Information Management Program within the Legal Division and 

provides legal guidance and advice to the firm’s business areas on matters related 
to e-discovery, privacy, information and data security and protection, and information 
governance. 

Mr. Chavez recently completed a two-year term as president of the St. Louis Bar 
Foundation, and he is a founding member of the Hispanic Bar Association of St. 
Louis and served as its first president from 2012-2014. He serves on the Missouri 
Supreme Court Commission of Racial and Ethnic Fairness. Previously, he was a 
litigation partner at the St. Louis law firm of Williams Venker & Sanders. He is a 1998 
graduate of Washington University School of Law.



ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Amanda Demas   |   BMO Financial Group 

Amanda Demas is Senior Counsel and Vice President of BMO 
Harris Financial Advisors Inc. and Nesbitt Burns Securities Ltd., 
both subsidiaries of the Bank of Montreal. BMO Harris Financial 
Advisors Inc. is a U.S. retail broker-dealer, registered investment 
advisor, and insurance broker. Nesbitt Burns Securities Ltd. is 
a Canadian company registered as a U.S. broker-dealer and 

investment advisor. Ms. Demas is leading the implementation of Reg BI for the BMO 
enterprise, including three broker dealers and 13 registered investment advisers. 
Prior to BMO, she was Assistant General Counsel for Chase Wealth Management. 
She has worked in the financial industry for over 20 years and is a member of the 
Illinois Bar.

Michael Downey   |   Downey Law Group LLC

Michael P. Downey is a legal ethics lawyer and founder of 
Downey Law Group LLC, a law firm devoted to legal ethics, 
lawyer discipline defense, and the law of lawyering. Mr. Downey’s 
practice regularly involves representation of lawyers, judges, 
and other professionals in litigation and discipline matters. Mr. 
Downey also serves as outside general counsel to more than 50 

law firms, advising them on legal ethics, risk management, and related issues.

In addition to his law practice, Mr. Downey has taught legal ethics at Washington 
University and St. Louis University School of Law, chaired the ABA Law Practice 
Division, and serves on the Missouri Bar Board of Governors. He has presented more 
than 500 times and published more than 180 articles on legal ethics. Mr. Downey has 
submitted expert reports and testified in more than 40 proceedings.

Mr. Downey graduated with honors from Georgetown University and first in his 
class from Washington University School of Law. After clerking for the Hon. Pasco 
E. Bowman, then Chief Judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Eighth Circuit, 
he entered private practice in 1999, practicing at firms with between 10 and 450 
lawyers before starting his own firm in 2015.



ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

John Ivan   |   Capital Forensics

John Ivan has led both compliance and legal departments for 
major financial institutions, with a focus on wealth management, 
brokerage and advisory issues. At Capital Forensics, he has 
continued to work with the industry on a wide range of regulatory 
remediations, expert testimony on supervision issues and other 
consulting engagements.

Prior to joining CFI, he served as Chief Compliance Officer for Raymond James & 
Associates, Inc. and was also head of compliance for all of Raymond James’ retail 
and dual registrant businesses. Prior to that, he was Managing Director at Bank of 
America Merrill Lynch, covering compliance for its Global Wealth and Retirement 
Services products and services business. Previously, he was General Counsel and 
Chief Compliance Officer for Janney Montgomery Scott LLC in Philadelphia.

Mr. Ivan also served in senior compliance and legal roles at Goldman Sachs in New 
York and at Wells Fargo Advisors’ predecessor firms in Richmond, Virginia. He began 
his career at the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission. He is a graduate of 
University of Virginia and University of Richmond Law School.

Miles Hart   |   Saretsky Hart Michaels & Gould PC

Miles D. Hart is a founding shareholder of Saretsky Hart Michaels 
& Gould PC. He specializes in securities litigation for sales 
practices, employment or regulatory related matters. He is also an 
experienced commercial litigator in state and federal court with a 
diversity of experience litigating contractual, property, insurance, 
malpractice, and other business disputes.

Mr. Hart represents national and international securities firms in a variety of fora, 
including federal and state court, arbitration, mediation, and in regulatory matters 
before the SEC and/or FINRA. He has extensive experience defending claims involving 
fraud, misrepresentation, churning, and the federal and state securities laws in 
virtually every type of securities vehicle.  Mr. Hart also has extensive experience in the 
enforcement of employment agreements containing restrictive covenants providing for 
the confidentiality of trade secret information, non-competition and non-solicitation. 
He frequently appears for immediate injunctive relief hearings in federal and state 
courts throughout the country and regularly advises brokerage firms and registered 
individuals involved in employment transitions, recruiting, and the intricacies of the 
Protocol for Broker Recruiting. He also serves as an arbitrator for FINRA.



ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Karen Johnson   |   Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C. 
kj@greensfelder.com, 314-345-4782

Karen Johnson is an officer in Greensfelder's Intellectual Property 
and Business Services practice groups. Whether it’s counseling a 
startup business on brand development and protection or working 
with established companies on major corporate transactions, she 
brings a range of experience to her practice.

On a day-to-day basis, Ms. Johnson counsels clients on the acquisition, protection, 
maintenance and enforcement of intellectual property rights on both a domestic 
and international scale. Her experience includes managing trademark portfolios, 
providing clearance opinions, devising filing strategies, procuring and maintaining of 
trademark and copyright registrations, negotiating intellectual property agreements, 
reviewing and analyzing intellectual property due diligence in connection with stock 
and asset purchases, and defending intellectual property rights through Trademark 
Trial and Appeal Board proceedings, cease and desist communications, and online 
take-down procedures under the Digital Millennium Copyright Act. In addition, Ms. 
Johnson’s experience also includes general corporate and mergers and acquisitions 
matters.

Harris Kay   |   Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C. 
hkay@greensfelder.com, 312-345-5024

Harris Kay counsels financial services firms and individuals 
regarding a variety of registration, compliance, regulatory and 
litigation matters. He represents futures commission merchants, 
introducing brokers, broker-dealers, forex firms, investment 
advisers, commodity pool operators and commodity trading 

advisors in regulatory inquiries, investigations and enforcement proceedings before 
CFTC, SEC, FINRA, NFA and various exchanges.

Mr. Kay regularly defends participants in the securities and futures industries in 
federal and state court litigation and in CFTC reparations proceedings, as well as in 
arbitration before FINRA and NFA.

Mr. Kay was previously a partner in the financial services practice group in the 
Chicago office of a large international law firm. He also previously served as an 
adjunct professor at the University of Richmond and has written and presented on 
numerous litigation and regulatory issues. 

mailto:kj@greensfelder.com
mailto:hkay@greensfelder.com
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David M. Kelley   |   FINRA

Dave Kelley is the Surveillance Director based out of FINRA’s 
Kansas City District office and has been with FINRA for nine 
years. Mr. Kelley also leads FINRA’s Sales Practice exam program 
for cybersecurity and the Regulatory Specialist team for Cyber 
Security, IT Controls and Privacy. 

Prior to joining FINRA, he worked for more than 19 years at American Century 
Investments in various positions, including Chief Privacy Officer, Director of IT Audit 
and Director of Electronic Commerce Controls. He led the development of website 
controls, including customer application security, ethical hacking programs and 
application controls. Mr. Kelley is a CPA and Certified Internal Auditor and previously 
held the Series 7 and 24 licenses.

Rick Kuhlman   |   Cambridge Investment Research, Inc.

Rick Kuhlman is the Assistant General Counsel and First Vice 
President at Cambridge Investment Research, Inc. In this role, he 
assists Cambridge’s General Counsel with managing the internal 
and external legal affairs for Cambridge while providing top-level 
regulatory and risk mitigation support. Mr. Kuhlman has more 
than 25 years of private practice experience, focused primarily on 

litigation, regulatory, and compliance matters arising in the financial services area. 

Prior to joining Cambridge, he served as a partner at Bryan Cave and Husch Blackwell 
Sanders and served as a judicial law clerk for a U.S. District Court judge. As associate 
general counsel, he provides collaborative legal guidance and oversight to a team of 
professionals focused on supporting the growth of Cambridge in connection with the 
firm’s broker-dealer, insurance, and registered investment advisor operations.



ABOUT THE SPEAKERS

Joel R. Levin   |   U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission

Joel R. Levin has served as Regional Director of the SEC’s Chicago 
Office since May 2018. He leads a staff of about 270 enforcement 
attorneys, accountants, investigators, and securities compliance 
examiners involved in the investigation and prosecution of 
enforcement actions and the performance of compliance 
examinations. The nine-state region overseen by the SEC’s Chicago 
office is home to roughly 20 percent of the nation’s population.

Mr. Levin has over 30 years of experience as a federal prosecutor. From 2014-2018, 
he served as the First Assistant U.S. Attorney in the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the 
Northern District of Illinois, where he managed a staff of approximately 290 attorneys 
and support personnel and oversaw the operation of both the Criminal and Civil 
Divisions of the office. Mr. Levin also served as the Acting U.S. Attorney in that District 
from March to November 2017. Mr. Levin previously served as an Assistant U.S. 
Attorney in Milwaukee from 1980 to 1984 and in San Francisco from 1984 to 1997. 
In 1997, Mr. Levin joined the U.S. Attorney’s Office in Chicago, where he eventually 
was named the Deputy Chief of the Major Case Unit and Chief of the Financial Fraud 
and Special Prosecutions Section. From 2008 to 2014, Mr. Levin was a member of 
the White Collar & Investigations practice at the law firm of Perkins Coie LLP. He is a 
graduate of Yale University and Harvard Law School. He is a Fellow of the American 
College of Trial Lawyers and since 2008, he has served as an adjunct professor of 
law at Northwestern University.

Donald McBride   |   Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C. 
ddm@greensfelder.com, 314-335-6810

Don McBride’s practice primarily focuses on representing 
broker-dealers, clearing firms, registered investment 
advisors and individual investment professionals. He has 
extensive experience in litigation matters including class 
actions, enforcement of pre-dispute arbitration agreements, 

interpleaders, confirmation of arbitration awards, contract disputes, business torts 
and FINRA arbitration. He also represents members of the securities industry in 
connection with investigations by the SEC, FINRA, and state regulators. Mr. McBride 
is co-leader of the firm's Financial Services industry group. 

He also counsels clients on aspects of their business operations, including privacy, 
registration, record retention, reporting requirements and anti-money laundering 
issues. This includes advising clients on the Securities Act of 1933, the Securities 
Exchange Act of 1934, the Investment Advisers Act of 1940, the USA Patriot Act, the 
Gramm-Leach-Bliley Act, state securities laws and FINRA rules.

mailto:ddm@greensfelder.com
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Robert McCarthy   |   Wells Fargo Advisors

Robert McCarthy is Senior Vice President and Director of 
Regulatory Policy at Wells Fargo Advisors, where he leads teams 
responsible for managing regulatory affairs, issue advocacy 
and compliance policy. Mr. McCarthy previously served as 
Director of Regulatory Compliance at Wells Fargo Advisors, 
responsible for facilitating regulatory examinations, compliance 

policy management and marketing review. Before joining Wachovia Securities in 
2004, Mr. McCarthy practiced law at Venable, LLP in Washington, D.C., where his 
practice focused on business transactions and broker dealer and investment adviser 
regulation. Mr. McCarthy has also served as Chief Compliance Officer for a regional 
brokerage firm based in Washington, D.C.  

Mr. McCarthy received his undergraduate degree from Towson University and earned 
his J.D. from Catholic University’s Columbus School of Law.

David Minnick  |  Missouri Securities Commission

David M. Minnick serves as the Missouri Securities 
Commissioner. Prior, Mr. Minnick has served as Senior Vice 
President and General Counsel of Stifel Financial Corp., as 
Managing Director and General Counsel of Morgan Keegan 
& Company, Inc., as Senior Regional Attorney for NASD 
Regulation, Inc. Enforcement, as Vice President and Counsel 

of A.G. Edwards, engaged in private law practice, and was an Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney on the felony trial staff in St. Louis, Missouri, and served as Assistant 
Prosecuting Attorney in Lincoln County, Missouri. 

Mr. Minnick received his B.S. and J.D. from the University of Missouri. He completed 
the SIA Securities Industry Institute at the Wharton School of Business at the 
University of Pennsylvania and was a civilian guest of the U.S. Army College National 
Security Seminar in Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania. Mr. Minnick is and has been a 
member of the Federalist Society and SIFMA Compliance & Legal Society for many 
years. He has served as an arbitrator with FINRA Dispute Resolution, the ASE, MSRB, 
NFA and NYSE. He has authored two published articles, including Volume 53, No. 4, 
July-August 1997 Journal of the Missouri Bar and the American Bar Association’s 
publication, The Business Lawyer. 
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Chris Pickett   |   Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale, P.C. 
cap@greensfelder.com, 314-516-2654

Chris Pickett’s areas of focus include employment disputes, 
unfair competition and securities litigation. He helps clients 
from an array of industries with disputes related to restrictive 
covenants, misappropriation of trade secrets, as well as 
discrimination claims and claims of breach of fiduciary duty and 

unfair competition. His experience in restrictive covenant and trade secret matters is 
particularly extensive, ranging to hundreds of cases across the country, and he is co-
leader of the firm’s trade secrets/restrictive covenants group. Mr. Pickett’s securities 
practice includes representing brokerage firms in recruiting and raiding cases as 
well as investor actions before FINRA. He has first chaired dozens of matters before 
FINRA arbitration panels. He also regularly advises and defends people implicated or 
charged in federal criminal offenses, including conspiracy, insider trading, mail and 
wire fraud and money laundering.

Mr. Pickett is also the firm’s chief  diversity  officer, leading efforts to foster an 
increasingly diverse and inclusive workplace and to recruit and retain diverse talent. 
Since joining Greensfelder in 2012, he has helped lead the firm’s diversity initiatives.

Tony Ogden   |   Bates Group

 Tony Ogden is the Chief Legal and Administrative Officer of Bates 
Group. In this role, he has executive oversight responsibility for 
Bates Group’s legal aspects including contracts, governance, 
risk management, privacy and compliance. He also serves 
the functional role of Chief Information Security Officer, with 
oversight of the Information Technology group, the SOC2 audit, 

cybersecurity initiatives, and vendor risk assessments. Tony previously served as 
Deputy Inspector General for the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System 
& Consumer Financial Protection Bureau Office of Inspector General in Washington, 
D.C., where he was responsible for overall executive leadership and program 
responsibility for audits, investigations, and strategic initiatives to prevent and 
detect fraud, waste, abuse, and mismanagement, as well as violations of law, rule, 
or regulation. Prior roles include Colorado Assistant Attorney General and a litigation 
attorney in private practice.

mailto:cap@greensfelder.com
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Denise Watson   |   Raymond James Financial

Denise Watson joined Raymond James Financial in 1998 as 
a Business Analyst in Information Technology, leading to a 
leadership role in Information Security & Privacy as Privacy 
and Data Protection Manager. She has assumed increasing 
leadership roles and is now responsible for the enterprise privacy 
strategy initiative for the firm as Director of RJF Data Privacy 

and Protection. Ms. Watson’s background and privacy expertise has led her to be an 
invited speaker at conferences, to lead industry papers on the risks and mitigations 
of social media in financial services, and to sit on industry advisory committees 
addressing privacy and security in financial services firms. Ms. Watson holds her 
International Association of Privacy Professionals certification.

Lara Thyagarajan   |   FINRA

Lara Thyagarajan is Senior Vice President and Counsel to the Head 
of Enforcement at FINRA. In this role, Ms. Thyagarajan oversees 
the Office of the Counsel to the Head of Enforcement (OCHE). 
Among other functions, OCHE includes the Enforcement Consult 
Group, which reviews Enforcement’s recommended outcomes 
in order to achieve consistent and foreseeable Enforcement 
actions. OCHE also includes Enforcement’s Central Intake Group, 

which reviews and advises on requests for referrals to Enforcement and identifies 
noteworthy issues or matters for monitoring and collaboration. Ms. Thyagarajan also 
oversees Enforcement’s Litigation Group.

Prior to serving in her current role, Ms. Thyagarajan held various roles in the 
Enforcement Department and was most recently the Chief Counsel for the New 
York Region. She joined FINRA's predecessor, NASD, in 2006. Before joining FINRA, 
Ms. Thyagarajan was a partner in the securities enforcement defense practice of a 
Boston law firm where she focused on the defense of broker-dealers and financial 
professionals in SEC, FINRA and state investigations and litigations.
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Paul Yarns   |   Edward Jones

Paul Yarns is an Associate General Counsel at Edward Jones 
handling litigation primarily involving employment issues, 
securities matters, unfair competition, and post-contractual 
obligations including restrictive covenants and trade secrets. 

Before joining Edward Jones in 2013, he worked in both private 
practice and for the Missouri State Public Defender’s Office, 

where his representation focused on persons facing high-level felony charges 
including those facing capital punishment. He received his J.D. from Saint Louis 
University School of Law and a bachelor’s degree in political science and sociology 
from the University of Missouri. 




