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How is the overall economy faring in 
Southwestern Illinois?
 
Bruce Holland: It’s been really good for us. We’ve 
had to hire a lot of people. We were at $128 million in 
revenue, and now we’re almost at $190 million. We had 
a 40 percent growth in revenue last year in Illinois and 
Missouri. That’s partly a reflection of the economy in 
Southwestern Illinois.   

Donna Richter: We’ve seen a 20 percent increase in 
projects since May of last year. So that’s positive for us. 
This is the biggest increase we’ve had in quite awhile. We 
have three schools that just bid here in the last couple 
months with renovations and additions ranging from 
$8 to $10 million. With Illinois not having a budget the 
last couple of years, schools are realizing they have to 
find funding somewhere else. Whether that’s a bond 
issue or referendum, they’re funding a lot of their own 
renovations and improvements right now because they 
can’t rely on the state. Health care is also experiencing 
a big boom. We have a brand new hospital — St. 

Elizabeth’s — going up right across from our office. 
Memorial Hospital East in Shiloh was recently completed 
and is adding another medical office building. 

Kevin Vick: And Frank Scott Parkway is going to be 
extended to the east along the Memorial Hospital 
property from Cross Street to IL 158 near Scott Air Force 
Base. That’s going to open up that area dramatically. 
I’m sure it will lead to a lot more development there. 
Frank Scott Parkway is the primary east-west corridor 
outside of the interstate that gets people back and forth 
between west Belleville and Shiloh. Extending it on to 
Scott AFB is going to be a very nice improvement that 
should promote a great deal of real estate development 
in that area.  

Bruce Holland: They have the funding for it, and I hear 
they just secured the property. It’s going to be great for 
traffic coming from the east. But back to health care, 
we’ve been fortunate enough to be involved in both 
of the hospitals. So Memorial Hopital East, affiliated 
with BJC, just opened, and they have a medical office 

building that’s currently under construction. And they 
have a lot of room for expansion. BJC had an extra 100 
acres when they affiliated. I understand that some of 
that now is being sold off, and that’s another opportunity 
too, because the Auffenberg Dealer Group is going to be 
building a new auto mall there, moving from O’Fallon to 
Shiloh. We’re in a joint venture with Alberici to build St. 
Elizabeth’s, and we’re building a medical office building 
for another owner that will lease it to St. Elizabeth’s 
Hospital. They also have 100 acres. So they have plenty 
of room for expansion there. That market is really busy 
with doctors looking for space. So there’s more to come, 
and a lot of land to do it. That’s one area where we’re 
really fortunate. We work on both sides of the river, 
about 50-50, and we see the difference between Illinois 
and Missouri in the amount of available ground in Illinois. 
It’s priced right. The soil conditions are a little different. 
We don’t have the rocky soil that we see with some of 
the projects in St. Louis.

Kevin Vick: We have the risk of mine subsidence and 
remediation for coal mining. There are projects on the 
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Donna Richter, CEO of the Southern Illinois 
Builders Association (SIBA), has worked for 
the association serving the construction 
industry for 36 years. Richter also serves 
as administrator for the Southern Illinois 
Construction Advancement Program 
(SICAP), a not-for-profit industry fund 
powered by employer contributions. SIBA 
is a trade association for commercial 
contractors serving the southern 39 
counties in Illinois. Established in 1945, SIBA 
represents approximately 500 construction 
companies and is the largest regional 
contractor association in Illinois. Through its 
physical and online plan room, SIBA tracks 
approximately 1,500 projects per year in 
Southern Illinois, Central Illinois and the St. 
Louis metropolian area.

Bruce Holland, CEO of Holland Construction 
Services, is committed to providing his 
clients with the best-built, highest-quality 
products and services. He serves in 
leadership roles at the St. Louis 
Regional Chamber, the Regional Business 
Council, the Leadership Council 
Southwestern Illinois, as well as many other 
regional, civic and charitable 
organizations. Holland is passionate about 
his professional career, his family and his 
community. He resides in Belleville with his 
wife and has two sons, a daughter and six 
grandchildren. 

Kevin Vick, a shareholder of Greensfelder, 
Hemker & Gale PC, advises developers and 
lenders in real estate projects around the 
country. He also assists business owners 
in the formation, operation, sale and 
purchase of businesses. Local real estate 
projects include: a 45-acre center for 
retail, professional and hospitality-oriented 
businesses anchored by a recplex with two 
NHL-sized ice rinks, competition pool, dive 
well and fitness center; shopping center and 
office building acquisition, redevelopment 
and leasing; underground climate-controlled 
storage; long-term ground lease for a hotel/
convention center; and TIF and business 
district financing, sales tax rebate, enterprise 
zone and special service area incentives. 
Vick earned his professional degrees from 
Washington University, is a Martindale-
Hubbel AV Preeminent rated attorney, an 
ICSC member, an Illinois Leading Lawyer, 
and a director on the Greater Belleville 
Chamber of Commerce Board. 
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MEET THE EXPERTS

Mark Turner is the president of Memorial 
Regional Health Services (MRHS), a strategic
affiliation formed between BJC HealthCare 
and Memorial Group Inc. to enhance patient 
care in the communities previously served 
by Memorial Group. He is president of 
Memorial Hospital in Belleville; president 
of Memorial Hospital East in Shiloh; as well 
as president of Memorial Medical Group 
and the Memorial Captive Insurance Co. 
Memorial Hospital is a 216-bed, full-service 
hospital known for excellence in patient 
care and satisfaction. Memorial is the 
only Magnet-designated hospital south of 
Springfield in Illinois. Memorial Hospital East 
is a 94-bed, full-service hospital that opened 
in April 2016. Memorial Medical Group is a 
multi-specialty group of over 80 physicians 
and mid-level providers.



SPONSORED CONTENT 33

Illinois side that need grout injected to fill the caverns 
underneath the surface to shore up support so that the 
ground doesn’t eventually subside and cause damage to 
the buildings. So, it’s a trade-off. On the Missouri side, it’s 
dealing with the rock.   

Bruce Holland: Everybody’s become a lot more educated 
on the mines. We know where they are. So the property 
that BJC and Memorial bought and where Auffenberg is 
buying, none of that’s ever been undermined. They know 
that going in. The 100 acres that St. Elizabeth’s bought, 
a good portion of that is undermined. So the 
municipalities have stepped up and said, 
“We’re going to provide you an incentive, and 
the incentive will be enough to pay to fill the 
mines.” And that’s what happened with the St. 
Elizabeth Hospital project. 

Kevin Vick: Similarly, last year Shiloh 
added a 1 percent sales tax layer to fund 
underground remediation for Green Mount 
Crossing. People aren’t being blindsided by it 
anymore. The technology is there to do it. The 
engineers know how, it gets done right and 
it gets paid for, and we have very successful 
developments.    

Mark, Memorial has had explosive 
growth in Southwestern Illinois. What 
is driving that growth, and why is it 
important to the area?

Mark Turner: Our growth is driven by patient 
demand for convenient services. Population 
growth in the Shiloh-O’Fallon area and areas 
to the north and east as well as the investment 
we had already made in this market with 
outpatient facilities and joint ownership of 
the O’Fallon YMCA made it a natural choice 
for us to further expand our services in this 
area. Last year, we opened Memorial Hospital 
East in Shiloh, a 94-all-private-suite hospital 
with a full-service emergency department, 
family care birthing center, intensive care 
unit, cardiac catheterization Lab, surgery 
suites and an array of diagnostic services. The 
community has really embraced us in Shiloh. 

We delivered just over 1,000 babies in our first year and 
recorded over 17,300 emergency department visits from 
April through December 2016. We will open a three-
story 70,500-square-foot medical office building on the 
Memorial Hospital East campus later this year. This $25 
million project will provide office space for physicians 
desiring to be located near Memorial East as well as will 
house outpatient services, including rehab and sports 
medicine and the Harold and Dixie LePere Breast Health 

Center. And, we continue to invest in our Memorial 
Hospital Belleville campus. Patient room and emergency 
department renovations are underway. We recently 
opened a $4.8 million hybrid operating room for vascular 
procedures. This room is the only one of its kind in the 
Metro East and only the fourth among BJC HealthCare 
hospitals.

”

Six years ago, K-12 school 
work would be 65 percent 
or more of our budget, 
and now, it’s probably 
less than 20 percent. 
The projects that are 
happening, and we have 
several we are working 
on, are the ones that went 
out and passed their own 
sales tax or property tax 
referendum. They’re paying 
for it themselves with their 
local taxpayers; they’re not 
getting it from the state. 

BRUCE  HOLLAND, 
Holland Construction Services

“
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Why is your affiliation with BJC HealthCare 
important? 

Mark Turner: Our affiliation with BJC Healthcare is a big 
win for Southwestern Illinois. Affiliating with a nationally 
renowned provider like BJC Healthcare creates a strong 
path forward for both systems and for the communities 
we serve. It provides the region with enhanced service 
lines and medical expertise as well as an effective and 
progressive delivery care model. It allows us to expand 
care and services, provide greater access and remain 
on the leading edge of advancements for our patients 
and communities. There are some exciting things on 
the horizon for Memorial, BJC and for healthcare in 

Southwestern Illinois.
  
What cities in Southwestern Illinois are seeing the 
most growth? 

Bruce Holland: The real growth areas are O’Fallon and 
Shiloh. And next would be Edwardsville and Glen Carbon. 
We’re seeing new retail and office buildings in those 
places. And surprisingly enough, we’re seeing an uptick in 
housing. I just read that St. Clair County saw a 49 percent 
increase in building permits from February to March. And 
that residential growth is what is driving the new retail. 
Dierbergs, for example, just bought another 130 acres 
across from Dierbergs Crossing for future development. 

Donna Richter: Several new restaurants are expected 
in the O’Fallon area along with a new hotel and a new 

$2.6 million infrastructure package related to 
the new soccer fields at the Family Sports Park.   
Columbia has also experienced some growth 
with a new multi-story commercial structure 
with the option to build additional structures. SIU 
Edwardsville continues to make upgrades and 
improvements to their campus. There also seems 
to be a lot of new developments in Shiloh.
 
Kevin Vick: Also, the distance in proximity from 
downtown St. Louis is so much more favorable. 
O’Fallon, Missouri, had a lot of growth in the 
last couple decades, but it’s actually twice as far 
away from downtown St. Louis as O’Fallon, Illinois: 
38 miles to 17. And so that demographic shift is 
gradually moving to the east as people recognize 
the opportunities. Land prices are lower, things are 
happening in Illinois and the commute is not as far. 
There are a lot of positives from that perspective.
 

Bruce Holland: People want accessibility and visibility. 
If you look at the health care facilities on the Missouri 
side, almost all of them are on the interstate system or 
on the major corridors. But what we see is a third of the 
people that get health care in this region, get health care 
in Missouri. So with the newer facilities in Southwestern 
Illinois, the goal is to capture a lot of the people that 
would typically be going to Missouri for health care, and 
keep them closer to home. And, they’ll be able to attract 
the doctors and the practices that they need for that. The 
medical office building we are doing for St. Elizabeth’s is 
already 100 percent full now, and they have a master plan 
to do more. 

What are some other new uses or unique 
developments occurring in Southwestern Illinois, 
and where are they located?  

Kevin Vick: The McKendree Metro Rec Plex recently 
opened in O’Fallon at the northwest corner of Route 50 
and Scott Troy Road. It includes two NHL-sized ice rinks, a 
10-lane championship pool and diving well, and complete 
fitness center. This unique development by Dean Oelze 
of S.I. Strategy will also serve as an entertainment 
venue and anchors his 45-acre new Four Points Center 
planned to include hospitality, professional services and 
retail uses. Another interesting development is Rock 
City in Valmeyer. It’s a limestone quarry that has been 
converted to underground storage with about 6 million 
square feet still available. Developed by Joe Koppeis of 

“

”

The community has really 
embraced us in Shiloh. We 
delivered just over 1,000 
babies in our first year 
and recorded over 17,300 
emergency department 
visits from April through 
December 2016. We 
will open a three-story 
70,500-square-foot medical 
office building on the 
Memorial Hospital East 
campus later this year. 

MARK TURNER, 
Memorial Regional  
Health Services
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mymemorialnetwork.com

C A R I N G  TO G E T H E R

Memorial has the exceptional 
physicians and caring employees 
you know and trust in the Metro 
East. And they’re backed by BJC 
HealthCare’s renowned services 
and technology. 

Together, we’re making  
connections to bring outstanding 
care to our patients in the  
communities we serve.
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Admiral Parkway, it’s a neat facility because you have 
climate-controlled conditions and security already built 
into it. Perfect for high tech data and records storage, 
warehousing, distribution and it’s growing fast. Joe also 
recently completed and fully leased a 65,000-square-
foot office building overlooking I-255 in Columbia and 
has plans for several more similar buildings.

Bruce Holland: Other areas of growth are in Madison 
County and Edwardsville. Amazon just announced two 
warehousing and distribution facilities there, with 1,000 
new jobs. There’s also another project just outside of SIU 
Edwardsville on what used to be Madison Mutual’s site. 
They are now going into a new building in downtown 
Edwardsville, and their old site will be redeveloped 
into a retail center that will include Fresh Thyme. 
And University Park is trying to do more to be like the 
Missouri Research Park and bring in more users. 

Donna Richter: Another area of potential growth would 
be America’s Central Port in Granite City, which could 
possibly spur some more businesses considering their 
access to all the various forms of transportation. 

Bruce Holland: I would think that because it’s affordable, 
and you’ve got rail, river and roads all together there, it 
will be successful. 

Kevin Vick: Belleville is also experiencing growth, 
especially along the Illinois 15 Corridor, with the 
announcement of the new Walmart Supercenter at 74th 
Street, the Hofbrauhaus restaurant being developed 
across from the National Shrine of Our Lady of the 
Snows and a new Burger King coming to DESCO Group’s 
Belleville Crossing. And then, of course, we have Adam 
Jokisch’s new event center that opened recently across 
from Eckert’s in Belleville. 

Bruce Holland: I think another significant thing for us 
is Scott Air Force Base. It’s a $3 billion-a-year economic 
engine. There are about 57,000 people who directly 
or indirectly work for the base or receive revenue from 
the base, such as military retirees in the area. And with 

their family members, it’s about 137,000 people all 
together economically impacted by Scott AFB. They’re 
celebrating their 100th anniversary this year, and they 
have two significant new things there as far as growth: 
the $100 million DISA global facility, which when it’s 
totally complete will be the largest in the United States, 
and the Air Force’s new cybersecurity hub at Scott AFB.  

Donna Richter: And Scott Air Force Base is currently 
building a new visiting quarters that is 150,000 square 
feet and includes 284 guest rooms. Shiloh has a $35 
million luxury apartment complex planned on 26 acres 
with 343 units consisting of one-, two- and three-
bedroom units.

Bruce Holland: Rieder Road at I-64 in O’Fallon is a major 
new intersection that, over time, will be developed. 
There’s 130 acres in an Enterprise Zone that they’re 
trying to attract people to. This will be the new front 
door to Scott Air Force Base. It’s a great development 
opportunity right next to the base.  

Kevin Vick: Another area we haven’t addressed is the 
IL 159 corridor in Fairview Heights. This is located at 
I-64 exit 12, the St. Clair Square mall. People think that 
O’Fallon and Shiloh are attracting all the retail when, 
in reality, the owners around the mall including Pace 
Properties, DESCO/Schnuck Markets and Kimco Realty 
continue to anchor that area with first class property 
developments occupied by top rated national retailers. 
In fact, Kimco is in the process of backfilling the former 
Sports Authority space with a new Dick’s Sporting 
Goods, which wouldn’t be opening there if it wasn’t a 
Class A premiere location. These retail developments 
are very positive for that whole area presenting excellent 
economic growth opportunities. 

How does the Southwestern Illinois market 
compare with the St. Louis market?  

Bruce Holland: It depends on the area. If you look where 
Shiloh and O’Fallon come together, I’d say it’s ahead of 
pace. Belleville’s had some growth, but it’s not at the 

pace as you would see in St. Louis. But I will say we have 
very cooperative municipalities in Southwestern Illinois. 
You know all the mayors by first name. When you’re 
ready to have a project move forward, you can do it in a 
lot less time in those communities than you can in some 
communities on the Missouri side. They’re not difficult, 
but they do generally have a more structured and 
lengthy review and approval process.    

How has the lack of a state budget impacted your 
operations? 

Bruce Holland: Six years ago, K-12 school work would be 
65 percent or more of our budget, and now, it’s probably 
less than 20 percent. The projects that are happening, 
and we have several we are working on, are the ones 
that went out and passed their own sales tax or property 
tax referendum. They’re paying for it themselves with 
their local taxpayers; they’re not getting it from the state. 
The state has what they call a Capital Development 
Board, and they help fund capital works projects. And 
what the Legislatures is telling us is that as soon as they 
pass a state budget, they will pass a capital bill. So we 
should see some money flowing because they will bond 
it and have a way to pay for projects, probably starting in 
2018. 

Donna Richter: And there’s dire need for some of these 
schools. They need a lot of renovations. Many have 
done without certain things just so they could pay 
for the things that are necessary, and unfortunately, 
the students are the ones suffering as a result. SIBA 
membership consists of about 475 general, sub and 
supplier contract members and there’s some that 
haven’t been able to weather that storm. There’s others 
that merged with other companies, or, like Bruce, have 
expanded to St. Louis or other areas, and they’re able 
to survive because there’s work going on there. But 
contractors that just concentrated mainly in a certain 
area may find it difficult to survive and may have to 
consider working in other areas. 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE  R
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How have public economic incentives impacted 
development in Southwestern Illinois?

Kevin Vick: I’ve seen them used quite often for razing and 
building new developments, redeveloping old centers 
and mine remediation. It’s a good way to develop the 
revenue necessary to pay for developments that wouldn’t 
otherwise be feasible. So there are several ways that you 
can do this. You all hear a lot about TIF, tax increment 

financing districts, which are a commonly used tool to 
help fund the redevelopment of blighted or conservation 
areas. But what I’m seeing more recently is the shift 
toward establishing business districts, which allow you 
in the retail arena to add up to a 1 percent additional 
sales or hotel tax to fund those sorts of improvements. 
Establishing a business district is somewhat simpler 
than a TIF district procedurally. However, some projects 
require multiple incentives to make them worthwhile. I 
have a couple projects right now where we have both 
a business district and a TIF and include an enterprise 

zone. In an enterprise zone, the sale of materials for 
your project is exempt from the imposition of sales tax. 
Special Service Areas are another means to finance 
improvements such as a storm detention area or a 
sanitary sewer extension benefiting a project. The 
cost is repaid as a component of the real estate taxes 
levied on the properties benefited by the SSA. 

Bruce Holland: TIF is probably the most common. 

Kevin Vick: That’s the one receiving the most 
resistance these days, and in my opinion, for no 
good reason. The complaint leveled at the tax 
increment financing strategy is that TIFs cause 
a loss of tax revenue. However, the tax base is 
frozen preserving the existing tax revenue. The 
only tax revenue diverted to help finance the 
redevelopment are the tax dollars generated 
by the incremental increase in the assessed 
valuation of the improved property. And you 
can’t lose something you never had to begin 
with. Without the TIF, the development 
would not occur and the increased tax 
revenue, which is supposedly lost, would 
never materialize and the benefits of the 
economic activity and improvements to 
the community would not be realized. 
Another commonly used incentive is the 

municipal sales tax rebate. We used this 
method for Kimco’s redevelopment of the former K-Mart/
Venture store site in Fairview where Dick’s Sporting 
Goods will be opening. Under this arrangement, the 
city rebates a portion of its 1 percent sales tax to help 
fund the improvements to attract those tenants and 
create jobs and redevelop that property. While they are 
generally more limited in magnitude, Economic Incentive 
Agreements are less costly and time consuming to 
implement than the process of establishing a TIF or a 
business district. 

Let’s talk about workforce development. Are you 
experiencing a shortage of skilled tradesmen?  

Bruce Holland: There’s not enough people in the 
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That demographic shift is 
gradually moving to the 
east as people recognize the 
opportunities. Land prices are 
lower, things are happening 
in Illinois and the commute 
is not as far. There are a lot of 
positives from that perspective.

KEVIN VICK, 
Greensfelder, Hemker & Gale PC

”

“
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construction industry, from the field 
through people in our office. It’s hard 
to find good project managers, project 
engineers, estimators, and in the field part, 
superintendents, and then the tradespeople. 
There’s just so much going on in this region. 
Right now, you have BJC with a $1 billion 
redevelopment project, you have Monsanto 
with a $400 million project, and that’s just 
two projects. And, we’re sharing the same 
workforce. So until some of those projects 
are done, we’re going to be struggling. 

Donna Richter: The lack of a state budget 
means the schools are cutting out their 
vocational education classes, and the 
students are not getting exposure to the 
careers in construction. They have no 
idea what a carpenter, cement mason, 
iron worker, laborer, operating engineer, 
electrician, sheet metal worker, painter or 
plumber-pipefitter does or how much they can make 
in salary and fringes. SIBA/SICAP has sponsored a 
construction career expo for 20 years now where we 
bring in students to have a “hands-on” experience and 
explore a future in the construction trades. Students have 
no idea what construction careers are available and the 
good salary, pension and health benefits that are paid for 
by the contractors. The lack of a state budget has hurt 
students in that aspect because they’re taking away all 
those hands-on opportunities in the schools, and kids are 
not made aware of these great careers that are available 
outside of a four-year degree. 

Bruce Holland: What we’re really trying to do is to get 
the parents involved in the process, too. Because most 
parents think “I want my child to go to college.” And we 
know that about 50 percent of the young adults that start 
four-year college don’t make it through. And of the ones 
that do, many have a lot of student loans. So when you 
start comparing what they would make and how many 
years it takes to even come up to par with what you’d 
make coming out of the construction industry with on-
the-job training that’s provided, there’s no comparison.  

Donna Richter: And a lot of these apprenticeship 
programs pay for these students’ schooling so they 
don’t have any debt. “Earn as you learn with no college 
debt.” Not every kid is a four-year university person. A 
lot of those that go through four-year universities get 
degrees and can’t find jobs in the fields that they went 
to school in, which is really sad. When they find their 
way to us, their eyes are wide open when they hear they 

can get paid to go to school and earn a good wage to 
support their families.
 
Mark, what’s been your experience?

Mark Turner: Nurses are always in demand. We also 

”
We’ve seen a 20 percent 
increase in projects since May 

of last year.
DONNA RICHTER, 
Southern Illinois Builders Association 

“

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE  R



38 ST. LOUIS BUSINESS JOURNAL

Since 1986, Holland has been providing quality 
construction services throughout Southwestern  
Illinois. We establish lasting relationships with 
our clients by making the construction process a 
positive and rewarding experience for everyone 
involved.  Holland. Built on Integrity.

Holland Construction Services  •  618.277.8870  •  www.hollandcs.com

Building Southwestern 
Illinois for over 30 years

are seeing shortages of phlebotomists, patient care 
technicians, respiratory therapists and radiology 
technicians in the market. At Memorial, we knew about 
two years ago that we would be facing a large number 
of retirements in our operating room nursing staff and 
developed a plan to “grow our own,” so to speak. A six-
month perioperative 101 class was developed to train 
experienced RNs without operating room experience 
or new graduate nurses who have an interest in being 
an operating room nurse. This program has proved 
very successful for Memorial with 11 nurses completing 
training. Another class is underway with eight nurses 
participating. Being a part of BJC HealthCare now 
affords us an opportunity to work with a much larger 
talent acquisition team to hire and place candidates 
in the hospital that is the best fit for that individual. At 
Memorial, we also have specific physician development 
activities tied to our strategic initiatives. Of course, 
primary care physicians are at the top of the list. The need 
for physician specialists also is acute — particularly in 
neurology and some of the surgical specialties. However, 
overall, we are having wonderful success in meeting the 
community’s needs through physician recruitment. BJC 
has been an integral part of the team in this arena.

What are the biggest constraints and 
opportunities in the future growth of 
Southwestern Illinois?  

Kevin Vick: On the constraint side, one of the things 
that I’ve been concerned about for a while is the loss of 
population. People are moving out of Illinois and we’re 
losing their dollars to support the developments that we 
all want to see created and succeed. I’ve read recently 
that Illinois is one of eight states leading the nation in 
population loss. So that’s something that needs to be 
reversed. I think people are concerned about several 
things: this budget deadlock in Springfield, unfunded 
liabilities, mounting debt. They wonder, “How is this 
debt ever going to get paid in Illinois?” I understand 
that once the budget is passed so we don’t incur bond 
rating reductions, that it could be resolved rather quickly. 

It’s just a matter of getting it done. And that needs to 
happen, and it needs to happen soon.    

Bruce Holland: And on that issue, we had an income tax 
that had a sunset on it, and that hasn’t been put back to 
its original level. And I think everybody’s willing to pay the 
toll to get the state back in order. But part of what we’ve 
seen is that there’s a lot of people moving to the south. 
Especially when it comes to the older population, we see 
a lot of them moving to the southern states.  

Donna Richter: I think there’s a lot of opportunity in 
Southwestern Illinois, but you got to have good roads 
for people to get to those opportunities. You got to have 
people that can build those buildings. I think the state 
budget is the key for any kind of growth right now in 
Illinois. They have to get a budget passed. 

Bruce Holland: I think we have a great area to live in. 
You can see proof of that at Scott Air Force Base, where 
we see a lot of people come in and out of the base 
through their tours of duty and want to come back and 
stay here. They like the lifestyle here. They know they’ll 
always have an appreciation in their homes, and part of 
that is because of all the amenities that are here, close to 
everything that’s in St. Louis, if you want those amenities. 
The other part that holds things up is the fact that we 
have great schools, and that helps the values go up. 

Kevin Vick: Another plus is the Madison and St. Clair 
County trail system. With over 100 miles of trails, it 
sports some of the best cycling around. I can’t wait for 
the bike trail extension from O’Fallon up to Madison 
County. It’s just a matter of getting it paved, and we’ll be 
ready to roll. 
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